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Convicted rapist gets 7 life terms, plus 15 year%

¥ The accused Palmetio Bay
Raplst was sentenced to seven
life terms, plus 15 years for
attacking s woman In front of her
chlldren in a church parking lot.

BY SUSANNAH A. NESMITH
snesrithidMiambaraid com

She =aid the man who raped her
still invades her thoughts, torments
her children, infuriales her parents
and her hushand.

“He took away our lives that day
in 2002, and I plead with the courl 1o
take away his freedom forever,” she
siid.

And that's exactly what Circuil
]'uﬁgc Peter Adrien did Friday, send-
ing Michael "ﬂl‘.‘hﬂl."l‘, 44, to prison for
life seven times, plus 15 ycars —
meaning he'll spend the rest of his
dayx in prison.

*The evidence that was prescated
was overwhelming,” Adrien ssid,
after listening {o Sicberl’s defiant
imnsislence that he was innocent
despite DNA cvidence. “He's the per-
son who commitied these cnmes™

Police believe Siebert commirtted
mlher erimes. Dubbed the Palmetto
Bay Rapist, be is accuscd of =ping
four other women

“She’s going to carry this in ber
mind for the rest of her life,” Adrien
said of the victim who testifieé Fri-
day. "Hcer children will carry it in
their minds for the rest of their lives
It's hornbie™

Sicbert accosted the 'n-:u:r. in the
parking lot of her Cutler Ridge
church, where she was picking up ber
daughter from day cure. He forced
her mto the car and raped her repeat-
cdly over three bours as ber children
— her infant son was in the car, too
— screamed for belp.

The victim told Adrica that she
had =pent {our years in therapy, that
her daughter, who was only 32 at the
time, kas slso been in therspy, and
that cven her hushand has strugzled
with Post-Traumatic Stress Syn-
drome.

"Whether it's the mmage of my =p-
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ist's face, the sound of my
screaming children or the
complete helplessness I felt as
he drove me to the middle of
nowhere, [ am a constanl pris-
oner of my thoughts™ she
=aid.

Her young daughler “car-
rics deep within her the con-
stant reminder of how dark
and terrifyving the world can
be,” she said.

Iier infant son also
watched, and Sicbert forced
her to look into the baby's

cycs during the most brutal
paris of the rape.

“You know what, it
worked,” she told Adoca.

_“Afler the antack, every time |

looked at my son, | remem-
bered with orystal-clear detsil
how il felt to be raped by Mr.
Siebert™

Her parcnts and her hus-
band also lesliffied Fridsy,
urging the judge to give Sie-
bert the maximum seven lifc
Sentences.

“Eyerybody has a wife, &
sister, a drughter . . . il just
can'l ever h:tppen .-- you

have to take thes= people out
and pul them away forescer,”
ber father begged. choking
back tears.

*This man bas no respect
for anything.” said her bus-
band as he gripped the
podium to stop his hands
from shsiing.

Siebert's own father also
tastified, sctting the stage for
Sicbert to deny his cromes=

“My wife and I still find 1t
difficult to believe that
Michael did these hellacious
crimes,~ Edgar Sicbert said.

Finally, Michael Sicbert

the rest of their lives. Tt's horrible.”

stood o address the judge.

*I'm not a person [0 hold
children hosiage and attempt
to kill them ™ he said. “The
real me is not that person.
Your bopor, I did not commit
these crimes.™

Adrien twicce asked him
about the DNA evidence, but
Sichert declined, saying only
“your homor, we would be
here all day."

Assistant State Atlorney
Laura Adams =aid Sicbert
deserved the life terms. “The
communily deserves to know
thst he will never rap:

SENTENCED:
Seamingly
unconcerned,
convicted
rapist
Michael
Siebert
winks at a2
courtroom
observer
during his
sentencing
Friday.
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‘She's going to carry this in her mind for the rest of her -
life. Iler children are going to carry il in theirminds for
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Convicted rapist is sentenced

another woman or take the
innocence away from another
child™ she said.

Sichert's attorncy, John
Weinberg, argued for
l=niency because the victim
wasm't Killed or disfisured.

“You don’t think rape is a
form of disfigurement?"
Adricn asked.

Aflter the scntence wax
pronounced, the victim
thanked the jury, the judge
and the proscculoar. “It's
finally over,” she said. "I
didn’t know it would feel this
good.”



